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position with his Goveinmcnt who expressed appreciation
of his administration of the District.

His furlough during 1892-93 Roiuesh Dutt spent as
usual partly in literary work and partly in travels both in
India and in Europe. The most important literary compo-
sition of this period was his Lays o\ Ancient India. In
this volume he rendered into metrical English verse some
of the best pieces of ancient Sanskrit literature. The render-
ing included passages from the Upanishads, from the
Edicts of Asoka and a translation from the short epic,
Bhairavi. As a reviewer put it: "Thus Rornesh Dutt has
presented to his readers at a glance a complete outline of
the evolution of religion in the East; a story spread over
five and twenty centuries, but told in outline in a hundred
pages of short and impressive extracts from the literature
of successive generations. In the remainder of his volume,
he gives some specimens which may be comparison be
called the modern poetiy of India".

Travel occupied the rest of his furlough and he spent
some time travelling in Kashmir, the Punjab and what is
now Uttar Pradesh. He was thrilled by the historic places
he visited and recalled their ancient glories. Driving in
the Punjab in the course of his tour, he wrote : "To the
Punjab at last! Tbis land of the five rivers, the land of
the ancient Rishis, the land of the Rig Veda ! One of
those sacred lands where man reared his infant civilisation,
and first cultivated arts, poetry and science".

Early in 1893 he proceeded once again to Europe. He
spent some time in England and then visited Germany. In
November 1893, he returned to India and to his official
duties.